STATE SERVICES COMMISSION
Te Komihana O Nga Tari Kawanatanga

19 April 2018

Dear

Official information request for advice relating to the Open Government Strategy

Our ref: SSC2018/0038

| refer to your official information request received on 20 March 2018 for all briefings, draft
briefings, and communications strategies relating to the open government strategy.

Information being withheld

There are two documents in the scope of your request, as identified below. The Open
Government Strategy discussed in both documents remains under active consideration.
We have therefore decided to withhold details of the Strategy under-the following section
of the OIA.

Item | Date Document Description Decision
1 29 November 2017 | SSC Report: Open Government Released in part, with some
Strategy update information withheld under

section 9(2)(a) to protect the
privacy of a natural person, and
9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the current
constitutional conventions
protecting the confidentiality of
advice tendered by Ministers
and officials.

2 13 March 2018 Open Government Strategy Pack Released in part, with some
information withheld under
9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the current
constitutional conventions
protecting the confidentiality of
advice tendered by Ministers
and officials.

In making our decision, we have considered the public interest considerations in section
9(1) of the OIA and have determined that it does not outweigh the above reasons at this
time in the process.

If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact
Ministerial.Services@ssc.govt.nz.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this
decision. Information about how to make a complaint is available at

www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.

2 The Terrace

PO Box 329 Wellington 6140
New Zealand

Phone +64-4-495 6600

2319314_1.docx Fax +64-4-495 6686
www.ssc.govt.nz



Please note that we intend to publish this letter (with your personal details removed) and
the enclosed documents on the State Services Commission’s website.

Yours sincerely

Catherine Williams
Acting Deputy Commissioner
State Services Commission

2319314_1.docx



SSC Report:

Open Government strategy update

STATE SERVICES COMMISSION

Te Komihana O Ngd Tari KAwanatanga

Date: 29/11/2017 Report No: SSC2017/689
Contact: Catherine Williams, Acting Deputy Telephone: |9(2)(a) privacy
Commissioner, Integrity, Ethics and W
Standards
Action Sought | Deadline

Associate Minister of State Services
(Open Government)

(Hon Clare Curran)

Provide feedback onthe draft Open
Government strategy

Indicate whetheryou would like
draft Open Government strategy
consulted on with civil society at the
same time as the development of
the OGP National Plan 2018-20

7 December 2017

Minister of State Services

(Hon Chris Hipkins)

Note the contents of this briefing

Enclosure: Yes (attached)

Executive Summary

1 The paper seeks your feedback on the State Services Commission’s (SSC) thinking on
a strategic approach to Open Government.

2 We ‘would like the opportunity to discuss with you over the coming meetings as we

develop it further.

Recommended ‘Action

We recommend that you:

a provide feedback on the draft Opeh Government strategy (attached Annex 1)

Yes/no

b indicate whether you would like draft Open Government strategy consulted on with civil
society at the same time as the development of the OGP National Plan 2018-20

Yes/no

Hon Clare Curran

Associate Minister of State Services
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IN-CONFIDENCE

Purpose of Report

3 The paper seeks your feedback on the SSC's early thinking on a strategic approach to
Open Government.

)

A strategic approach to Open Government A NS ( 7,
4 You are already aware of the importance of Open Government. Democracies thrive
when citizens trust and participate in their government. P T
% R O\
Tl e &

Draft strategy

7 'I'fhé;ohé‘h‘nﬁé agenda si(S‘aanﬁéigé‘other underpinnings of public trust and confidence
(in. government such ..gs.gp‘rrvgcy.-f‘obligations of confidence and security. An open
government strategy supports us to consider such matters in relation to the overall

. objective of greater trust and confidence in government and its institutions.

N

We have develoqu"ntﬁjﬁ‘ draft strategy with support of your delegation to lead to the
ral ) _‘.--Zﬂevelopm_gni\ogari ‘Open Government strategy and the next OGP National Action Plan
R W 2018-20<1§r‘i‘~\mi|i%. The OGP National Action Plan consultation would give us an
. opportunity to engage with New Zealanders on the overall strategic direction as well as

the i itia__thge?rﬂaking up the plan.

g Thed\raft strategy is attached in Annex 1.
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